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Word From Pastor 
 

When I was growing up, I lived for baseball. I loved it.  When I entered into sixth grade, I had to 
get glasses!! But I remember one game right after I got glasses. I was really having problems 
adjusting to them. I missed two fly balls and got our team behind several runs. I came to the 
bench with my head bowed. I felt so bad that I didn't want to look at anyone. Suddenly, I felt a 
hand on my shoulder and there was my coach (who thankfully was my father!), and he said: 
"Hold your head up!" When I looked up, I saw a coach who still believed in me and friends there 
to encourage me. I wanted to look down, for that's how I felt, but they would not let me. And 
that's what I find that stands out to me about the hymn "My Faith Looks Up to Thee." What do 
you do when you find yourself in way over your head? When you have really blown it? Where 
do you turn? To whom do you look? "My Faith Looks Up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior 
divine. Now hear me as I pray; Take all my guilt away; O let me from this day Be wholly Thine."  

 

I have found in my life that there are lots of experiences that will make us want to fasten our 
eyes to the ground, that will sink us into depression, so that we withdraw into our own little 
world. All we then will see is our pain, our guilt, our limitations, what we can't do, what we don't 
have. Let me tell you, looking down all the time makes you down! It limits you. You can see only 
a few feet. That's the circumference of your world! But it doesn't have to be! Our eyes are to be 
up, not down! Our vision is set to the horizon! For ours is a faith in a God bigger than our cir-
cumstances, a God who is "enthroned in the heavens." When life tells you, "Look down! Get 
down on yourself" that's when you got to remember to hold your head up! To force your eyes to 
the heavens, to remind yourself of the One who made you and who is ever with you. 

 

Godôs Blessings, 

Pastor Gary P. Lissy 

                                                                                        



May 6th  é 6th day in EASTER 

Acts 10:44-48  

Ps 98 

1 John 5:1-6 

John 15:9-17 
 

May 10th é Ascension of Our Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 

Ps 47 or Ps 93 

Eph 1:15-23, Luke 24:44-53 
 

May 13th é. 7th day in EASTER 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

Ps 1, 1 John 5:9-13, John 17:6-19 
 

May 20 é Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14 

Ps 104:24-34, 35b, Rom 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21 

John 15:26-27;16:4b-15 
 

May 27th  é The Holy Trinity 

         Isa 6:1-8, Ps 29 

          Rom 8:12-17, John 3:1-17 Pg. 2 

Scriptures  
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Readers: Volunteers      Sound: Erv Toll     

  Ushers: Volunteers     Greeters: Volunteers 

Altar Guild and Communion: Volunteers 
 

 

           

 

 

Altar guild and communion assistance  

May 5th [first Saturday] 

4:30 pm service 

Eleanor Brierley 

 

May 20th  

10:00 am service 

Cree Abbott & Linn Palmer 

 

May 6th 

 10:00 am service 

Joy Miller, Erna Nelson & Tamara Hartrick 

May 27th  

10:00 am service 

Cree Abbott & Linn Palmer 

May 13th  

10:00 am service 

Tamara Hartrick & Linn Palmer 

 

May 19th [third Saturday] 

4:30 pm service 

Lori DeVries 

All the volunteers this month are also  

assisting with Communion 
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Abiding Savior Lutheran Church Prayer Chain  
 

General Prayer requests can be made with the office at: 

480-947-7495 

Voicemail messages will be monitored 7 days a week and  

distributed to the prayer chain  

Please direct any life threatening situations that need  

immediate / emergency attention directly  

to Pastor Gary at 480-823-3033 

 

 

 

 

Church Council  

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please keep our Pastor and Church Leaders 

in your prayers. 

Rev.  Gary  P. Lissy, Pastor _______________revlissy@gmail.com 

Mark Fearey, Worship Arts Director_______mark@aslctempe.com 

Kurt Parks, Treasurer_________________kurtisaparks@gmail.com 

Eleanor Brierley, Office Manager_______ eleanor@aslctempe.com  

Debra Marrero, Secretary____________secretary@aslctempe.com 

Nick Baerwolf, Security ______________________unknown email  

 

Executive Board 

Janet Berge President 

Kurtis Parks, Treasurer 

Sheila Bitterman, Secretary 

 

Board of Elders 

Worship, Youth & 

 Education Ministries 

Kay Martin & Jay Grant 

Board of Deacons 

Church Community and  

Neighborhood Outreach   

Kacey Martin &  

Carol Toll 
 

Board of Trustees 

Facilities, Budget & 

Staff Ministries 

Gina Rider &  

Jeffrey Bialobok 
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Celebrating May Birthdays! 

 Blessings and Happiness to  

Everyone! 

 

Lori Danielséé...é.May 03 

Carl Biehler ..éé.....May 05 

Carol Parkséééé.May 08 

Maudie Young..é.é..May 12 

Lewis MoyerééééMay 14 
 



 

Dear fellow members and regular attendees of Abiding Savior, 

 

Yes, very sincerely, I want you to know that I am going to ask for something. Some-
thing that you have that I need. Your opinion. Each month I want to put something in 
the Grapevine that has some meaning to someoneéand Iôd like for it to be you.  

 

This also has to do with Pastor Garyôs vision for Abiding Savior, ña healthier church.ò 
So, it seems to me, there may be a need for more or different or better, communica-
tions as a part of becoming, ña healthier churchòé from the Treasurerôs office.  

 

While Iôm interested in any area that you have a desire for information about at Abid-
ing Savior, do any of the following say what you would like to know about the finances 
at Abiding Savior Lutheran Church? 

 
Are we about to fold because we donôt have money to keep the utilities on or pay 
the staff?  

What do we really spend all our funds on?  
Why do we need so much?  
Whatôs it to me? 
How much do we receive each month to operate the church on? 
Does Abiding Savior really need my offering? 
How much do we spend each month to operate the church? 
Will we have enough funds for VBS this year? 
Who decides how the tithes we receive are spent? 
Do monies that are given for a special purpose really get spent for only the purpose 
they were given? 

Couldnôt we save a bunch of money by _____________?  
How much is the mortgage on our church? 
Why donôt we do more missionary work? 

 
In spending the tithes that has been given to do God's work at Abiding Savior, what do 
you think should be changed, or added or, deleted?  
 
Said differently, to do God's work, what do you think we should be doing? 
 
I look forward to seeing you in churchéBible study, community groups, on Council, in 
Menôs Thursday night, a ministry you serve, the choiréanywhere the Lord leads. 
 
Enjoy the cool weather!   :) 
Kurt ParksTreasurer,602-677-8189 - text or voice, treasurer@aslctempe.com 
kurtisaparks@gmail.com 



                                           

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We cannot do this without YOUR HELP 
For a SUCCESSFUL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
We need help with 2 volunteers per month 
Must have CPR training + background check 

 
Contact Kay Martin or Jay Grant 



GLOBAL OUTREACH 

 

We continue our Global Outreach with a wonderful organization called òThe Heifer 
Projectó.  The insert in your weekly bulletin gives you an outline of the work that they 
do.  It is all about teaching people in 3rd world countries how to be self-sustaining 
through raising, selling, bartering and using animals for food.  Our first quarter 
raised enough money to purchase a sheep with a little left over.  Now we would like to 
add the cost of rabbits to our goal.   

  

There is a jar on the table in the Narthex for your donation to the Heifer project.  
Or, you can add your donation to your weekly offering and designate it for our Global 
Outreach. 

 

Thank you so much for your support 

 

Kacey Martin & Carol Toll 

Deacons 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Mission:  Save the Family equips families to address poverty, 

overcome homelessness and achieve self-sufficiency. 
*Save the Family is a 501c3 Non-profit Organization. 

 
Based out of Tempe.  

 
The bucket runs will be held first Sundays.  
They are asking for supplies for personal hy-

giene.  Shampoo, cream rinse, diapers, razor, shav-
ing cream, women's monthly needs etc.  

 
NEW items only, please place items in the Nar-
thex.  
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aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

Mother's Day is a celebration honoring the mother of the 
family, as well as motherhood, maternal bonds, and the in-
fluence of mothers in society. It is celebrated on various 
days in many parts of the world, most commonly in the 
months of March or May. It complements similar celebra-
tions honoring family members, such as Father's Day, Sib-
lings Day, and Grandparents Day. 

In the United States, celebration of Mother's Day began in 
the early 20th century. It is not related to the many celebra-
tions of mothers and motherhood that have occurred 
throughout the world over thousands of years, such as the 
Greek cult to Cybele, the Roman festival of Hilaria, or the 
Christian Mothering Sunday celebration (originally a com-
memoration of Mother Church, not motherhood). However, 
in some countries, Mother's Day has become synonymous 
with these older traditions. 

The modern American-derived version of Mother's Day has 
been criticized for having become too commercialized,  

especially by founder Anna Jarvis. 
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7 THINGS TO DO WHEN YOU 
CANôT EVEN PRAY CHUCKLAWLESS.COM 

 

Iôve been there ï when the anguish of life is so heavy that you canôt even 
speak . . . even to God. Yet, not praying hardly seems to be the right thing to 
do in those times. So, here are some things to do when youôre struggling so 
much that you canôt even pray:  

1. Decide if itôs a sin issue that keeps you from praying. If your pain is the result of 

your continuing in sin, you have no option but to confess your wrong and seek Godôs 

forgiveness. Godôs grace can reopen your prayer channel.  

2. Struggle through a short prayer, being honest with God. That is, a few words are 
okay . . . even if the words are, ñGod, I canôt pray right now.ò He knows your heart, 
and He can hear your unspoken words in your emotions.  

3. Get someone else to pray for you and with you. Find another believer who can in-
tercede for you. You donôt have to be the one whose voice says the words you want 
to say.    

4. Meditate on the Word. If you canôt talk to God, let Him talk to you. Read some of 
the psalms, recognizing that youôre not the first person to wrestle through grief and 
pain. You might find that your listening to God makes it easier to talk to Him.  

5. Write your prayer. Iôm not a journaler, but Iôve found it helpful to write my prayer 
when I couldnôt speak it. Sometimes putting the words on paper also helps bring 
clarity to my hurting thinking.  

6. Just sit quietly with God and listen. It seldom hurts us to sit still, be quiet, meditate 
on God, and just listen ï especially when weôre struggling. God has a powerful way 
of calming our soul when we just listen.  

7. Take a walk, knowing that Jesus is praying for you. Thatôs what Hebrews 7:25 
and Romans 8:34 tell us. The exercise will be good for you, and the trust in the Word 
will strengthen you.  

What do you do when you canôt even pray?  



May 13th will be the 
Last Class for both 
Adults and Children 
For the summer 


